A REPORT ON THE EVALUATION OF COURSEWARE SUBMITTED FOR THE NADEOSA COURSEWARE AWARDS 2008

This is the fifth occasion of the Nadeosa Courseware Awards.

THEME


The chosen theme for 2008

Collaborative relationships in the design and delivery of courseware produced by educational institutions 
The relationships could be within or across institutions, within South Africa or across countries and could involve:

· joint development of new modules, units or courses

· sharing of existing modules, or courses, with or without re-designing

· joint delivery of modules, units or courses

· collaborative research related to the design and delivery of courseware

and could consist predominately or entirely of E-courseware, print-based courseware, or other multi-media.  Participants were asked to include in their submission:
· An account of the nature of the collaboration with supporting evidence; 

· Any relevant resources (textbook, reader, website, etc.) that are used in conjunction with the courseware, especially if a “wrap-around” style of production is used. Copies of websites or media resources can be provided on CD, if necessary;
· Any independent reviews/evaluations of the material;

· Any student or tutor evaluations of the course

In addition participants were asked to provide a written reflection with their chosen courseware, and to include the following:

· A description of how the course / module chosen fits into the broader scope of the total learning programme;

· A rationale or motivation for how the course/module being submitted relates to the theme of the Award;
· An account of the history of the initiative – how it started, the rationale, the development
· A discussion on the benefits and challenges of the collaboration  

· A description of the learning environment and learner support processes in place (e.g. tutorials, face-to-face, online discussion, e-mail contact, etc.);
· A description of the development process, including timeframes, team members involved and costs.
THE CRITERIA AGAINST WHICH THE SUBMISSION WERE REVIEWED

The evaluation has been undertaken in terms of the theme of the 2008 NADEOSA award and the criteria published to guide the submissions made by educational institutions.  

In the review process the team interrogated the courses using the following criteria:

· Is there evidence in the submission that the collaboration has enhanced commitment to the quality of teaching and learning?  

· Is there evidence that the collaboration has enabled the sharing of expertise in the subject, based on scholarship and research?

· Is there evidence that the collaboration supports appropriate assessment practices?

· Is there evidence that the collaboration enables effective support and academic guidance to students?

· Is there evidence in the submission of imaginative and innovative learning design and teaching methods?

· Is there evidence that the collaboration benefits the participants?  

Three courses were submitted for consideration, each approaching the notion of collaboration in different ways.  

There were two submissions from UNISA

· The Strategic Planning Course from the Department of Business Management, emphasizing team collaboration, and  

· Community Psychology: Re-imagining Psychology from the department of Psychology, emphasizing collaborative consultancy across a community of scholars.

The third submission came from the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal

Foundations of Protected Area Management, Module 1 from the Centre for Environment, Agriculture and Development (CEAD), marked specifically by international collaboration in the development phase of the course.  

The Wits submission review team, consisting of  Norma Corry, Yvonne Reed, Tony Lelliott and Judith Ingles, worked collaboratively on assessing the three submissions against the set criteria.  Whereas all submissions were valued and appreciated and fulfilled the criteria in a variety of ways, the submission review team made a unanimous decision to present a joint award to: 
· The Department of Psychology submission from UNISA, and 

· The Centre for Environment, Agriculture & Development (CEAD) submission from the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal.

