Nadeosa conference 2008
On 18-19 August 2008 the National Association for Distance Education and Open-learning in South Africa (Nadeosa) hosted a conference at the University of Pretoria’s Groenkloof campus on the theme Innovation in Open and Distance Education. Thirty-three papers and two workshops were presented over the two days in addition to two keynote addresses. Emeritus Professor Gajaraj Dhanarajan, the incumbent Vice Chancellor of the new Wawasan Open University and previously President of the Commonwealth of Learning, opened the conference with an address in which he emphasised the importance of responding to a particular context in making educational decisions. Dr Paul Clark, presently a Senior Research Fellow in the Institute of Educational Technology at the UK Open University having just completed a five year appointment as Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Learning and Teaching), gave the second keynote address in which he talked about the link between pedagogy and technology. The two keynote addresses provided an appropriate framework for the subsequent discussions during the conference which emanated from a wide variety of reflections on innovative practice ranging from the philosophical and highly academic to the very hands-on and immediately practicable. The two workshops which explored the design of networked learning environments and curriculum responsiveness in ODL for vulnerable sectors of society respectively also helped to take forward the notion of Nadeosa as a vehicle for a community of learning and practice. With so many interesting presentations on offer, representing the full range of Nadeosa’s constituency (the dedicated distance education provider, contact HEIs offering Distance Education and Open-learning courses, NGOs, the private sector, individuals and colleagues from neighbouring countries) the most difficult aspect of the conference was having to decide which parallel sessions to attend! Fortunately, conference papers are posted on the Nadeosa website (www.nadeosa.org.za) and in 2009 Nadeosa will be podcasting all the presentations. Not surprisingly the complex interaction between emerging technologies, diverse contexts and pedagogical decision-making underpinned many presentations but an additional theme that ran throughout the conference was an overarching concern with the nature and quality of the learner’s learning experience when offered through distance education and open learning. The conference provided many examples of ways in which a thoughtful blend of strategies taking cognisance of diverse individual and contextual realities can be harnessed to provide quality learning experiences.
